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Our mission is to heal 
children, unite families 
and change lives.

Children’s Home President and 
CEO Bob Bruder-Mattson shares 
his insights on the need to trans-
form Georgia’s child welfare 
system to help all children thrive.

Bruder-Mattson is a member of the Child 
Welfare Reform Council, a group of legislators, 
advocates and education officials appointed by 
Governor Nathan Deal to review and suggest 
concrete ways to improve the state’s child 
welfare system.

Q. Why is Georgia’s child welfare system 
in crisis?

A. A string of highly publicized child deaths in Georgia 
tied to the child welfare system and ongoing concerns 
about the safety of children in the system drove the 
need for analysis and review.

The Division of Family and Children Services also has 
seen a 30 percent increase of child neglect and abuse 
reports after a 24-hour-a-day reporting system was 
implemented and more people became legally required 
to make such reports. Caseworkers are working manda-
tory overtime to investigate the backlog of reports.

Meanwhile, the number of children in Georgia’s foster 
care system subsequently increased from 6,000 to 
9,500 in the past few years. This increase has put a 
strain on agencies such as the Children’s Home, which 
currently must turn away an average of 30 children in 
need of a temporary home every week because of a 
lack of foster families.

There are too many children entering Georgia’s foster 
care system in communities throughout the state 
where there are too few foster homes or suitable 
placement alternatives.

Q. What are some of  the ways in which the 
child welfare system can be improved?

A. We must focus on the root causes of why children 
come into the foster care system, including parental 
drug abuse, mental health issues or poverty. While 
children also are removed from homes because of 
sexual and physical abuse or crime, the most common 
reason is neglect.

Focusing on these root causes means putting signifi-
cantly more resources and energy into prevention by 
identifying families in need of help before a child gets 
hurt. It means establishing services to support, equip 
and enable parents to create safe, stable and loving 
homes where children can thrive.

We also need to provide more comprehensive, 

Lives
changing
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longer-lasting support to families when children are 
returned from foster care. The justice system typically 
requires the parent or parents to address the specific 
circumstances that caused the child to be removed from 
the home before the child can be returned. However, 
many families have other needs that if not addressed, 
may create future safety risks or limit a child’s ability to 
thrive. For example, a family may have become homeless 
because a single parent with little education could not 
find a job, and thus the child was removed. Investing in 
the family, in this case to help the parent obtain a GED or 
job-training skills, could be transformational.

The Children’s Home already does this through our Family 
Preservation Services — family counseling education, 
parenting classes, emergency financial aid and residential 
housing to prevent homelessness — which help families 
stay together and become stronger.

Georgians need to start with the end in mind by defining 
goals for our children that people will get behind and 
support. We must have the courage and conviction to 
make the necessary changes from the legislative, financial, 
policy and operational perspectives. Once the necessary 
changes are put in place, we need to evaluate them and 
continue making changes until the goals are achieved.

Q. What has the Child Welfare Reform Council 
accomplished so far?

A. The council has gained a common understanding of 
how the child welfare system 
works in Georgia today, from 
Child Protective Services and 
the judicial process to trauma 
informed care practices and 

outsourced physical and behavioral health insurance 
coverage for foster kids.

Additionally, the council has received an overview 
of statistical information about DFCS staffing levels, 
achievement of federal child welfare standards, child 
safety efforts, child protective services quality measures 
and more.

Each council member has been assigned to one of three 
subcommittees — Legal and Regulatory, Personnel or Poli-
cies and Procedures — to identify issues, conduct research 
and analysis and then create recommendations for the 
council to consider as part of the larger report to be shared 
with Governor Deal.

Q. Why is your voice as representative of  the 
Children’s Home important to this council?

A. The Children’s Home is one of the oldest and largest 
private providers in the state with deep experience, and it 
represents the point of view of dozens of private providers 
and as a member of Together Georgia, a community of 
child and family welfare providers.

Our organization brings a wealth of knowledge and expe-
rience to the discussion, especially as it pertains to foster 
homes, independent living programs for older youth, 
community-based prevention programs, group homes and 
volunteer involvement. And we continue to advocate for 
good public policy and services to ensure our children are 
being served at the highest possible levels.

Bob Bruder-Mattson addresses 
attendees at the Children’s Home 
first annual Fam-Fest at Six Flags 
on Sept. 20. The fundraising event 
raised more than $80,000 for the 
Home’s work to help children and 
families in need. See more about 
Fam-Fest on page 12.
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Children’s Home supporters are as diverse as 

the reasons they choose to give their time as 

volunteers, their money as donors or their homes 

as foster or adoptive parents. Below some of them 

share the reasons they give. If you have a story to 

share, please email Signposts Editor Deborah Hakes 

at dhakes@umchildrenshome.org.

Otis Starks
I have been a Children’s Home 
Auxiliary volunteer since 
1991, and right now I oversee 
the Cochran House, one of 
two buildings where the flea 
market takes place. The market 
is held three times a year and 
raises more than $120,000 
for the Home’s work to help 
children and families in need.

I like working with other volunteers and helping customers. And 
I have gotten to know a lot of the kids who have stayed at the 
Children’s Home, many who are now grown and have families of 
their own. Years ago, my wife and I used to take Children’s Home 
kids on a Coach bus to church or field trips.

In my volunteer role, I make sure all donated appliances are in 
working order before they are sold. I pick up larger donated items, 
such as furniture, as needed from people’s home or business. And 
on the day of the flea market, everyone looks for me because 
I know the price of each item and can answer questions about 
anything being sold. I am here Mondays and Thursdays, and 
sometimes every day in the lead up to the flea markets. I am 74 
years old, and I can outwork anyone here!

Highlands United Methodist Church Vacation  
Bible School class
Autumn, 11; Jordyn, 6; Carson, 6 ½; and Lila, 5

The Highlands Church Vacation Bible School class was tasked to raise 
money for the Children’s Home in summer 2014. Here are perspec-
tives from some of the class members.

Why
I Give

Thank you to our board of trustees for allowing us to offer 

this special opportunity on Tuesday, Dec. 2 — Giving 

Tuesday. All donations received to the Children’s Home 

that day will be matched by our board, up to $50,000!

DoubleDouble your gift to the 
Children’s Home on 

Giving Tuesday!
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Autumn and Jordyn: 
We donated money 
from our piggybanks. 
It was money that we 
earned helping out 
around the house with 
chores and by telling 
friends and neighbors 
about the Children’s 
Home. Our biggest 
challenge was not 
having the time to plan bigger events like yard sales and lemonade 
stands. It was fun to see how much money we could raise and to 
try to meet and beat our initial goals. We did it! We learned very 
quickly that no matter how small the amount, even change adds 
up. We felt very accomplished when we finished the project, like we 
really will help to make a difference.

It is important to help others because some people have so little, 
and God reminds us to always give however we can, whether it 
is our time, money, friendship or love. He gave so much for us, 
and we want to be more like Him. The people at the Children’s 
Home help so many kids, and they help to give children loving and 
caring homes.

Carson and Lila: We raised money by selling lemonade at a stand. 
We also sold water, popsicles and Kool-Aid at a yard sale. Our 
biggest challenges were that we all wanted to drink the Kool-Aid 
and lemonade, and eat the popsicles! We were happy to raise 
money for the Children’s Home because they help kids in need.

Dr. Colleen 
Kelley
My sister worked for 
the Florida United 
Methodist Children’s 
Home as a social 
worker a few years 
back, and we always 
thought she and the 
Home did important 
work. I live in Decatur 
now, and was so 

pleased to find another Methodist Children’s Home nearby. We 
served as a visiting family to a teenager and have participated in the 
holiday gift drive for the last few years. We also give a small amount 
on a monthly basis online via the Children’s Home website.

For me, it is very simple: Giving back is the right thing to do. We are 
so fortunate to have a beautiful family that means the world to us. 
Everyone should have that same opportunity, security and love. 
The Children’s Home provides these things to families in a great 
time of need.

Linda Byars
My husband passed away about four years ago. We were married 41 
years and always tithed. But after he passed, I decided I wanted to 
do more. I thought, I can continue working. I have a job I love. And I 
could donate what I make to organizations that benefit children and 
families. The Children’s Home fits that description very much.

God always has given me a heart for children, and I am very happy 
with what I have seen at the Children’s Home. The Home helps 
families, so that the families can stay together, stay strong and 
raise their children. I like that idea.

I feel grateful for everything that 
God has blessed me with, and 
it gives me so much pleasure to 
give, much more so than saving or 
spending money. I was speaking 
to my church not so long ago 
about the Bible passage that says 
not to store up Earthly treasures 
but to give them away. I made 
up my mind that this was what I 
would do. I am going to give back 
as long as I have the opportunity 
to work.

Your caring support of the 
Children’s Home is providing hope 
to those who need it most. You can 
continue your ministry of helping 
them even after your lifetime.

Please consider the Children’s Home in your 
will or estate plan, and pass down hope to 
tomorrow’s children and families in need.

Call to learn how you can 
designate a gift within your will 
or trust to the Children’s Home. 
Your decision today can impact 
generations to come!

To learn more www.umchildrenshome.org/give  
or 404-327-5820

Plannedgiving
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careCalled 
to

Kesha Bowers is not your average 
parent. A single mother holding a 
full-time job, in the past year she 

also has fostered seven children in need 
of a safe, nurturing temporary home, 
adopted one and is in the process of 
adopting another of those foster children 
born with fetal alcohol syndrome. To say 
her household is organized would be an 
understatement.

“We keep to a schedule to maintain 
order,” she said with a smile. “But it 
doesn’t always go that way.”

Next to a wall covered with pictures 
of smiling children, Kesha gently 
straightens the tie on two-year-old 
Kendrick, whom she adopted in August, 
and then picks up his tiny foster sibling, a 
softly fussing two-month-old girl. Kesha 
is assisted in parenting duties by her 
own mother, who lives with her and also 
fosters children.

Kesha has felt called to help children 
ever since she was one herself.

“I am drawn to kids. I see them and 
want to ask — how can I help you?” she 
said. “I love getting to know so many 
children and having a chance to see the 
positive change I can make in their lives, 
however small.”

The need has never been greater.
The number of children in Georgia’s 

foster care system went from 6,000 to 
9,500 in the past few years after several 
changes to the child welfare system 
vastly increased the reports of abuse and 
neglect being investigated.

The sudden increase of foster care 
children has put a strain on agencies 
such as the Children’s Home, which 
currently must turn away an average 
of 30 children in need of a temporary 
home every week because of a lack of 
foster families.

Kendrick Bowers was adopted through 
the Children’s Home in August 2014. The 
Home has assisted with six adoptions so 
far in 2014, and has served more than 100 
children through the Foster Care Program.
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“I urge others to consider 
fostering,” said Kesha. “While it 
can be heartbreaking at times, 
in my case each experience 
makes me determined to help 
more children.”

There are moments of frustra-
tion for Kesha as well. She 
recalls when her five-year-old foster daughter destroyed a room 
and watched to see how she would react.

“For a brief moment, I wanted to call the Children’s Home and 
say I was done fostering,” said Kesha. “But then I looked at her 
face and I understood. She needed direction. She needed love. She 
was expecting to be beaten; it’s what she was used to happening. 
I thought, ‘You poor baby, you have been through so much. You 
don’t know any better.’ And I knew I could handle the situation.”

The Children’s Home supports each foster parent’s individual 
needs so they can better provide care for the children, and want to 
continue to foster. That means accommodating requests for respite 
as much as possible, visiting foster homes at least twice a month, 
attending all court dates, being available by phone around the 
clock and even taking a child to a doctor’s appointment if the foster 
parent is unable to do so.

The Home also provides a strong support network to foster 
parents while helping birth parents deal with whatever issues led 
to the foster placement. The goal is to help children heal from the 
trauma they have experienced by establishing educational and 
therapeutic interventions, helping them develop coping skills and 
most importantly, finding permanency either by returning to their 
birth family, an approved relative or through adoption.

For two-year-old Kendrick, permanency means he now is Kesha’s 
son. The toddler has several medical issues as a result of his former 
life, but he is happy — and thriving. This is obvious in his smile, 
in the way he engages with other children and in the love that 
radiates between mother and son.

b Children’s Home Foster Care Program at a glance c
The Foster Care Program has served over 100 children in 
2014, and the program continues to help more children for 
longer periods of time. The Children’s Home will provide more 
than 20,000 days of care to our foster children this year, an 
increase of 46 percent over 2013. 

How you can help:

Help us recruit new foster 
parents. Spread the word to 
your friends and community 
that safe, nurturing foster 
families are needed.

Consider becoming a foster parent. Homes are needed for a 
racially and ethnically diverse population of children and youth, and 
particularly for sibling groups of two children or more, teenagers 
and medically fragile children of all ages. Most of the children will 
have developmental, emotional or educational delays.

Attend one of our informational meetings to learn more. 
These orientation classes are held on campus or in other settings, 
such as churches, or on an individual basis. IMPACT training, 
which is required for anyone wishing to foster or adopt through 
the State Foster Care System, is offered free in our Decatur and 
Gainesville offices.

Kesha Bowers with Kendrick in September 2014.

Kesha’s adopted daughter Destiny 
Haynes kisses her younger 
brother Kendrick.
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Children’s Home Stories Still ResonateDecades 
Later,

Julie Mote gently paged 

through a photo album 

of black and white 

images showing children 

gardening, laughing with arms 

around each other or riding the 

bus. Each photo was clearly 

labeled in neat handwriting with 

names, events and dates. Smiling, 

she pointed out an image to a 

friend standing next to her. When 

asked why she keeps all the old 

albums, she quietly answered, 

“I don’t know.”

“Yes you do,” said her daughter Clara, 
who had accompanied her to the annual 
Children’s Home alumni gathering held 
Oct. 4 in Decatur. “The photos are special. 
These people are your family.”

Julie grew up at The United Methodist 
Children’s Home, along with the dozens 
of other individuals at the event. The 
Children’s Home was established in 1871 
to care for children orphaned during the 
Civil War, and it has evolved over the years 
to help children and families as their needs 
grow and change. The campus had its own 
water system, school, farm and church, and 
at maximum capacity housed 150 children 
by the late 1960s.

A partnership among Emory University, 
Kennesaw State University and the Chil-
dren’s Home will preserve the memories 
of participating alumni through an 
archive project. Kennesaw State students 
interviewed individuals at the Oct. 4 
event, and the recordings will be given to 

Emory University’s Pitts Theology Library. 
The library also will house photographs 
and other historical artifacts from the 
Children’s Home.

“These stories need to be preserved,” said 
Dr. Julia Brock, Kennesaw State University 
public history professor. “They add texture 
to our understanding of the history of child 
welfare and advocacy in the South. The 
Children’s Home is an historic institution; 
oral histories shed light on important 
changes at the Home in the 20th and 
21st centuries.”

Left: Kennesaw State University public history 
professor Dr. Julia Brock (in green jacket) 
talks with Children’s Home alumni about 
the archive project on Oct. 4. One of her oral 
history students (at left) takes notes. 

Above: Former Children’s Home resident 
Debora Burger (left), who lived at the home 
in the mid 1960s and early 1970s, visits with 
Denise Peacock, coordinator of foster care 
recruitment, at the recent alumni gathering.
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Liz Brown came to the Children’s Home in 
1961 at age seven. After overcoming the 
fear of leaving her dysfunctional home and 
being placed into an environment with 
complete strangers, she was relieved to find 
safety, friends and three meals a day.

“It was nice to experience being a kid,” 
said Brown, who shared her story for the 
archive project. “My first seven years were 
spent playing the parent and protecting my 
siblings, as they did for me. I gained many 
new brothers and sisters at the Children’s 

Home. We have a common bond that no 
one can ever completely understand. I 
get great satisfaction from seeing all my 
brothers and sisters each year.”

This bond is based on memories that are 
too painful for some to revisit.

“Time doesn’t necessarily make our memo-
ries rosy,” said Debora Burger, who lived at 
the home in the mid 1960s and early 1970s. 
“Some alumni don’t come to our annual 
gatherings. This wasn’t where we wanted 

to be, but the kids growing up with us were 
our family. We supported each other, and 
we celebrated each other’s milestones. It 
was bittersweet. And some of us remain the 
closest of friends.”

With some alumni now in their mid 80s, 
this is a critical time to preserve their 
history before it is lost to time. If you 
or someone you know is a Children’s 
Home alumni and wants to participate 
in this project, contact Dr. Julia Brock at 
jbrock39@kennesaw.edu.

Children’s Home Stories Still Resonate

Top: Denise Peacock worked at the 
Children’s Home from 1971-1985, 
and returned as foster care recruiter 
in 2008. 

Bottom: Debora Burger during her time 
as a resident of the United Methodist 
Children’s Home. “The kids growing up 
with us were our family,” she recalls.
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In December 2013, Candice Thomas felt anything but 

hopeful. She had moved to Georgia for a job, but the 

contract failed before her first day. She relied on limited 

support from her family, but then college student loans 

kicked in, and she soon found herself staying at a home-

less shelter with her four-year-old daughter, Cadence.

Candice exudes confidence and positive 
energy, and one can tell just by talking to 
her that she will achieve her goals. She is 
a risk taker — having grown up in extreme 
poverty in Florida, the youngest of 16 
children — she had nothing to lose.

She also is determined. She hopes to begin 
work soon toward her master’s degree so 
she can be a licensed clinical social worker 
in a private practice. And her daughter 
has started tumbling, so that she can be a 
cheerleader in a few years.

“I grew up struggling, but now I know what 
it means to thrive,” she said. “I know I can 
make it through all this and still be happy. 
Prayer helps, having something to stand on, 
something you believe in, whatever it may 
be. And I am in love with my daughter.”

Candice is working hard toward one more 
goal — for her and Cadence to finally have 
their first real home by Christmas 2014.

A Home

Children’s Home 
Family Preservation 
Services at a Glance:

The Home’s Family Preservation 
Services — family counseling education, 

parenting classes, financial aid and 
the residential Family Housing 

Program — help families stay 
together and become stronger.

In 2014, the Children’s Home has served 
19 families through the Family Housing 

Program. Each family stays in one of 
the Home’s 13 townhomes for an 

average of 18 months before moving 
on to a higher level of independence.

The Children’s Home will provide 
more than 17,000 days of care to 
family housing residents in 2014.

More than 430 families have received 
emergency financial aid to avoid utility 
cut off or eviction this year, and more 
than 40 families have taken part in 
counseling or parenting education.

 for the Holidays

“I was in survival mode,” said Candice. 
“It gets one through a tough time. I told 
my daughter that we were going on an 
adventure; we would be staying at dorms 
for a little while until I found a place for 
us to live. My daughter pretended it was 
a sleepover. Not until we moved into the 
Children’s Home did I cry.”

The Children’s Home Family Housing 
Program protects and preserves families 
at risk of homelessness. The program 
provides a safe place to stay, as well as 
case-management services, budget and 
employment counseling. When families 
leave the Children’s Home, they are both 
financially and emotionally stable, and 
move into their own home.

“We arrived at the Children’s Home just 
before Christmas,” said Candice. “It was 
overwhelming. The staff had decorated 
our new home for the holidays, and there 
were presents wrapped under a Christmas 
tree for my daughter, labeled as if they 
were from me. It was my daughter’s first 
real Christmas.”

With support from the Home, Candice has 
found a full-time job as a social worker. She 
is working to improve her credit, manage 
her time and take care of herself. She has 
cut out negative friends and set boundaries 
for some of her family members.

s

s
Cadence Thomas poses next to her first-ever 
Christmas tree at the Children’s Home in 
December 2013. “The staff had decorated our 
new home, and there were presents wrapped 
for my daughter, labeled as if they were from 
me. It was my daughter’s first real Christmas,” 
said her mother, Candice. 
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Candice and Cadence Thomas 
enjoyed a day of fun together 
at the first annual Children’s 
Home Fam-Fest on Sept. 20 
at Six Flags Over Georgia.
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news   notes
Fall Flea Market Raises Funds 

for the Children’s Home
The Children’s Home fall flea market was 
held Oct. 10-11 and raised more than 
$29,000 to benefit our work to help 
children and families in need.

Each flea market draws in thousands of 
people from nearby communities and 
neighboring states. Items are sold on 
multiple floors and even outside of two 
buildings on our Decatur campus.

A wide variety of items are sold including 
new and gently-used clothing, jewelry, 
shoes, books, glassware, flatware, books, 
furniture, decorative lighting, toys, strollers, 
appliances, plants from our volunteer 
master gardeners and much more.

Our flea markets are hosted by the Chil-
dren’s Home Auxiliary, which has supported 
the Home since 1940. Auxiliary members 
tag and sort items throughout the year, 
and other volunteers join them on flea 
market days to help customers, move 
items, direct traffic, bag items and assist 
in the check-out process. Contact us to 
learn more about volunteering at the flea 
market: volunteer@umchildrenshome.org 
or (404) 327-5832.

Save the dates for our 2015 flea markets: 
April 10-11, July 10-11 and Oct. 9-10.

t
First Annual Fam-Fest a Success
We are proud to announce that the first 
annual Children’s Home Fam-Fest at Six 
Flags Over Georgia raised more than 
$80,000 for our efforts to heal children, 
unite families and change lives! More than 
500 guests, including many children and 
families served by the Children’s Home, 
attended the Sept. 20 event.

Our attendees enjoyed a day of fun 
including private access to the Dare Devil 
roller coaster for one hour, a lunch program 
led by WXIA 11 Alive anchor DeMarco 
Morgan and entrance to a private pavilion 
with all-you-can-eat catered lunch buffet.

“We came to Six Flags to celebrate Fam-Fest 
with all the children and families that are 
part of The United Methodist Children’s 

Home. It was kind of a family reunion where 
we gave everyone the chance to make 
good, happy family memories,” said Bob 
Bruder-Mattson, president and CEO of the 
Children’s Home.

We wish to thank our 42 sponsors who 
made this event possible. Special thanks to 
our Founding Sponsor, Jackson Healthcare; 
Platinum Sponsor, Georgia Power; and Gold 
Sponsors McKenna Long & Aldridge, Hailey 
Reality and Dudley Nursery. We truly 
appreciate all our vendors, board members 
and corporate partners who answered our 
call for support.

For information about how to become 
involved with our 2015 Fam-Fest, please 
contact Monique Y. Taylor, director of 
special events, at (404) 327-5836 or 
mtaylor@umchildrenshome.org.

t
Great Day of Service 

Volunteer Opportunities
Please consider the Children’s Home as your 
church plans its 2015 Great Day of Service.

Volunteers are critical to our success, and 
we have opportunities for every interest 
and any schedule. Our volunteers serve in 
four main areas: clerical, special events, 
gardening and tutoring. We also need 
licensed professionals to help with flooring, 
carpentry, plumbing and electrical projects.

The Children’s Home relies on the gener-
osity of the community to maintain our 
facilities and programs. Your donation of 
service or products can make a huge impact 
on the children and families in our commu-
nity who need it most.

Contact us at volunteer@umchildrens 
home.org or (404) 327-5832 for more 
information and to set your group’s date for 
Great Day of Service.

Above: Long-time flea market volunteers 
Melanie and Bobby Jones take a break from 
their work at the beverage 
station and bake sale. 

Right: Five-year-old Taleeia 
races around the bumper car 
track during the first annual 
Children’s Home Fam-Fest 
on Sept. 20 at Six Flags Over 
Georgia. The event raised more 
than $80,000 for the Children’s 
Home work to heal children, 
unite families and change lives. 

&
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MR. STEVE ADAMS
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MR. CHARLES R. ALLEN
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bluford Dillard

MR. ROBERT ANDERSON
Mrs. Elizabeth O. Bailey

MS. MARIE AYERS
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy W. Buhl
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Justice
Ms. Mary A. Oates
Mrs. Doris V. Rowland

MR. DAVID BARNES
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Berry

MRS. FRANKIE V. BARNES
Mr. and Mrs. D. Earl Miles

MR. HUGH WINSTON “SONNY” 
BEDINGFIELD
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh K. Pratt

CHAMP
Mrs. Joanna Wheelus

BONNIE RUTH BLACK
Miss Barbara McCay

MR. THOMAS BLACKSTOCK
Ms. Carlene P. Loggins

MR. BOB BRANTLEY
Ms. Janet Yancey

MR. ROY CLIFTON BREWER
Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Brewster, Jr.

MR. LOVIE ALTON BROOKS, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MRS. JANIE BRUMBELOW
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MR. HERMAN BUFFINGTON
Ms. Melissa Kelly
Ms. Carlene P. Loggins

MRS. ELIZABETH BUTZ
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Lott, Jr.

MRS. JOHNNA N. CANNON
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MR. JOEY CASTEEL
Fairview UMC

MRS. EVELYN CHILDERS
Mr. William A. Childers, Jr.

MR. JAMES P. “BUCK” CHEVES
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

FATHERS OF RAY AND MARTHA 
COPELAN
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Copelan

ZOE KATE CRIDER
Ms. Sarah Black

MRS. KATHLEEN CUTSHAW
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MRS. MARY S. DAVIDSON
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

DR. WILLIAM M. DAVIS, JR.
Ms. Amy Bull

MS. VIRGINIA “GINGER” 
DICKSON
Ms. Brenda Niforth

MR. DON ENIS
Ms. Betsy A. Enis

MRS. ANN HAILEY EPPS
Ms. Barbara Epps

MS. ELLEN ETHRIDGE-JOHNSON
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Bell

MR. JOHN R. FARR
Mrs. Lenora Farr

MRS. JEAN FLEET
Mr. Gary Criss

Remembrance List

JULY–SEPTEMBER 2014

IN MEMORY OF:

Gifts in Memory or Honor of  a loved one or a friend 
are a lasting tribute to that person and at the same time 
provide help to a child or family. A Remembrance card 
is sent to the person you request on your behalf. (The 
amount of  gift is never disclosed.)

A Remembrance gift envelope is enclosed (pages 8 
and 9) or you can make your gift online by visiting 
umchildrenshome.org/give.

t
Sign Up Early for Free Vacation 

Bible School Mission Kit
It’s not too early to consider your Vacation Bible 
School plans for summer 2015, and the Children’s 
Home is again offering the Kids Helping Kids 
Mission Kit that works with any VBS 
theme. The kit gives your children a 
hands-on way to help other children 
in need. It works for any size church 
and can be customized to fit your 
needs and resources. The kit includes:

Y  An informational letter and email 
to send to parents that explains the mission,

Y  Fundraising ideas and how to implement them,

Y  Flyers to send home with your children about 
our mission,

Y  A link to video resources from the Children’s 
Home to show for inspiration,

Y  Professionally designed flyers for fundraising 
activities,

Y  A sticker for each child who participates, and

Y  A template for a certificate of participation for 
each child who participates.

Contact The Reverend Dr. Teresa Angle-Young 
at tangle-young@umchildrenshome.org or 
(404) 327-5837 to learn more or to sign up for 
the free kit.

t
Amazing Grace Offering Held 
in Many Churches on Sept. 21

Thank you to the churches in the North Georgia 
Conference who already have received the Amazing 
Grace offering. Your contributions help us to offer 
a safe, loving, supportive home for children, teens 
and families both on our campus in Decatur and 
in private homes across North Georgia. To date, 
we have provided over 14,000 days of care to 
our foster children alone. If your church has not 
yet taken the offering, it is not too late. You may 
collect on any Sunday that is convenient for your 
congregation. Also, consider hosting a foster family 
information session at your church; it is a great 
outreach event. Your support is important to us. 
Please know how much we appreciate you. If you 
have questions or need offering materials, please 
contact The Reverend Dr. Teresa Angle-Young 
at tangle-young@umchildrenshome.org or 
(404) 327-5837.
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MRS. LUCY MITCHELL
Ms. Lois J. Toney

CLYDE and JO MIZE
Mr. John M. Mize

MR. MOUSTAFA MOKHEMAR
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MS. ALICE MULLINS
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Cox

MR. and MRS. BILL OLMSTED
Mrs. Karla Grimaud

MRS. ELIZABETH “BETTIE” OTT
Mr. B. R. Anderson
Council of Superior Court Judges of 
Georgia
Superior Court Staff – Walton 
County Government Building

MRS. THELMA PASCHAL
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses 

MRS. ELIZABETH W. PARHAM
Mrs. Herbert Johnson

MR. RALPH PARHAM
Mrs. Herbert Johnson

MR. AND MRS. R. E. POSS, JR.
Mr. Bobby Poss, III

MR. HOKE RWALINS
Mrs. Virginia A. MacAllister

MRS. REBA Y. RICE, Decatur
Mr. William H. Rice

TUNNEY RIDINGS
Ms. Betty H. Wade

MR. NOLAN ROBINSON
Mr. and Mrs. Mary C. Robinson

MR. STEVEN FISKE RUPPENTHAL
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Smith Jr.

DR. FRANK DECELLE SANDERS
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MR. DAVID ALLEN SANDLIN
Mrs. Jane W. Riley

DR. LAWSON SAYER
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MRS. RUTH SCHICK
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard N. Syphrit

DAVID SILBERMINZ
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MR. JACK SIMPSON
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MR. FRANK SMALL
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bluford Dillard

REV. AND MRS. CLYDE E. SMITH
Mrs. Brenda Buckner

MRS. DOROTHY ERVIN 
SNELGROVE
Mrs. Jeanette Tibbals

MRS. MARY STAULCUP
Woodlawn UMC Turner Fellowship 
England Class

MRS. ELEANOR STINSON
Mount Pleasant UMC

MRS. AGNES C. STOKES
Mrs. Paula D. Hill

ROBERT (BOB) SYMMS
The board and staff of the United 
Methodist Children’s Home

MR. WILLIAM TARPY
Mrs. Dot Poss

MRS. POLLY G. TAYLOR, Duluth
Mr. and Mrs. Victor L. Puckett

MR. ROONEY TILLMAN
Ms. Cathy Clarke

MS. BETTIE VICKERS
Midway UMC, Alpharetta

MRS. LLEW WALL, Thomson
Mrs. Dianne Federovitch
Mr. and Mrs. D. Michael Wall

MR. JAMES L. WATKINS, JR., 
Fayetteville
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Watkins, Sr.

MR. MARVIN WEAVER
Mrs. Eugenia Weaver

MR. JOHN A. WHITE, SR.
Mr. and Mrs. John A. White III

MRS. AGNES WILLIAMS
Ms. Lois J. Toney

MR. TONY WILSON
Mrs. Susan L. McCullough

MRS. MARY ALICE R. WOFFORD
Mr. and Mrs. Mary F. Hancock

DAVID SCOTT WOOD
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Muse

MRS. CAROLYN WOODS
Mrs. Ellen Broome

MISS RUTH WRIGHT
Mrs. Constance P. Haley

MR. DARIEN FOSTER
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard L. Wigley, Jr.

MRS. ALICE SYBIL FRADY
Mr. Robert S. Frady

MRS. ELSIE GOULD
Mrs. Paula D. Hill

DR. C. SAMUEL GRAHAM, JR.
Mrs. Catherine S. Carnes
Mr. and Mrs. James Coleman
Mr. James Daughtry
Mr. and Mrs. M. Marshall Lewis
Dr. Jennifer L. McCoy, D.D.S.
Ms. Sara Rawlins

FOSTER AND FANNIE GRIMAUD
Mrs. Karla Grimaud

MR. ARTHUR GRIMAUD
Mrs. Karla Grimaud

MR. BERNARD GUNTER, 
Lawrenceville
Mrs. Jewell Gunter

MR. JIMMY B. GUNTER, 
Lawrenceville
Mrs. Jewell Gunter

MRS. FRANCES HALL
Mount Pleasant UMC

MRS. ROSALIND C. HANSFORD
Ms. Amy Bull

MRS. CHRISTINE HARDY
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh K. Pratt

MR. ROY HENDEE
Mr. and Mrs. Duane L. Hoover

GENEVA HENDERSON
Mrs. Cynthia A. Johnson

MR. MICHAEL HIGGINS
Mr. and Mrs. George Fischer
Ms. Catherine Giles
Mrs. Helen Reynolds

HEARD and LOUNELLE 
HOLBROOK
Ms. Carol A. Holbrook

MR. FRANK B. HOLCOMBE
Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Clark

MRS. BETTY HOLT
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Berry
Dr. and Mrs. James Mann
Mrs. Frances H. Sousa

ROBERT HONEYCUTT
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard N. Syphrit

VIRGINIA HOWARD
Mrs. Ellen Broome

MR. OLIN DEWITT HUNTER, JR.
Mrs. Betty T. Stovall

MR. HOKEY JACKSON
Mrs. Ellen Broome

MRS. SHIRLEY H. JACKSON
Mrs. Ellen Broome

MR. MELVILLE JOHNSON, 
Decatur
Ms. Anne J. Conover

MRS. JANE JOHNSON
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Evans

MR. and MRS. L. D. JOLLY
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Jolly

MISS JANICE HAZEL JONES
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Jones

MR. T. RUBEN JONES
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MR. EDWIN E. KELLY
Mr. and Mrs. Harold C. Johnson

JOHN AND JEWELL KIMBROUGH
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Carpenter

MRS. LILLIAN PERSALL KIRK
Mr. and Mrs. James Kile

MRS. JEAN KIRKLAND
Mrs. Rae T. Faires

CONRAD WAYNE LAMMON
Ms. Jessica Lammon

MR. HAROLD LANIER
Mr. and Mrs. Guy N. Mullinax

MR. and MRS. JOE K. LEE, Toccoa
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight T. Anderson

MRS. ROSALYN RETA 
MCALLISTER
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MR. GERALD MCCARVER
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle D. Smith Jr.
Mr. James Weber

MR. A. B. MCKIE, Martinez
Mrs. Kathryn J. McKie

MR. H. C. “MAC” MCMILLAN
Mr. and Mrs. Seth Collins

MR. JAMES L. MCWILLIAMS
Ms. Tommie Jackson

MR. CRAIG MICHEL, SANDY 
SPRINGS
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MARVIN and RUTH MILES
Ms. Marviene M. Brand
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NADINE ANDERSON
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Watkins, Sr.

MRS. KATY BAILEY, Marietta
Mrs. Dorothy Ann Metting

DR. JOHN BEYERS, Conyers
Mrs. Joanna Wheelus

REV. JIMMY AND DARLENE 
BRYAN
Ms. Glenda M. Myers

CHILDREN OF TRINITY UMC, 
CLERMONT
Dr. Jack Pirkle

MR. BEVERLY O. COCHRAN, 
Avondale Estates
Mrs. Shirley C. Howell
Dr. Jean M. Jones

MISS KATHERINE COOK
Mr. and Mrs. Earl P. Cook

DR. and MRS. VERDERY 
CUNNINGHAM, Atlanta
Mrs. Evelyn M. Ferguson

MRS. MICHELE CURRAN
Mrs. Joan Curran

CANDLER RICHARD DARDEN
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Darden

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
DARDEN, V
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Darden

DECATUR FIRST UMC 
FELLOWSHIP CLASS
Mrs. Elizabeth B. Luke

MARY LOU DEMORE
Mr. Bill Demore

MARIE DODSON
Ms. Gretchen Dodson

MRS. MARTHA DONNELLY
Mrs. Dorothy Ann Metting

MR. MICHAEL DUDLEY
Mrs. Wahldean Brunson

WILL DWIGGINS
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Dwiggins

MR. AND MRS. PAUL H. DYE, IV
Ms. Betty Dye

GRACE GILBERT
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Gilbert

REV. AND MRS. ROBERT 
GILLESPIE
Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Koon

GLENN MEMORIAL UMC BABIES
Glenn Memorial UMC UMW

REVEREND EDWARD T. KEEN 
AND FAMILY
Mr. and Mrs. Garland Lovell

ABBY MANN
Mr. John H. Mann

MS. LILLY MANN
Mr. John H. Mann

ABBY AND LILY MANN
Mr. John Mann

MR. JEFFREY MANRY
Mr. and Mrs. Lamar Musick

CAMERON AND EMMA 
MITCHELL
Grovetown UMC

DR. WILTON A. MOULDER, 
Peachtree City
Mrs. Shirley C. Howell

NORCROSS FIRST UMC
Mr. and Mrs. Gail Jones

MR. AND MRS. TOM OLIVE
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Painter

MRS. JEAN PENROD
Mr. Joe B. Martin

BUSTER and KRISTEN P. POSEY, 
Tallahassee, FL
Mr. and Mrs. Jack K. Tippens

BUSTER POSEY
Mr. and Mrs. Jack K. Tippens

MS. CAROL SANDIFORD
Mrs. Dena Cason

REV. SANDRA SKINNER
Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Chambers

BRANDON AND LAURA SMITH
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Barron

MARTHA SMITH
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Smith

COLTON SMITH
Grovetown UMC

MRS. MILDRED SWAGGERT
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Westberry

ANNA GRACE TURNER
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Simpson

RICHARD AND SALLY WALTERS
Redwine UMC

CAROL WASHBURN
Mrs. Nadine Anderson

LARRY, SHIRLEY, DAVID and 
CAROL WASHBURN
Mr. and Mrs. Pope Hood

JIM AND MARY WESLEY
Mr. and Mrs. John Cash

THE REVEREND and  
MRS. MARK WESTMORELAND
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Watkins, Sr.

MRS. ADALYN WILSON
Mr. and Mrs. Carey A. Gray
Caroline Faith Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Latimer

DR. AND MRS. CHARLES E. 
(DR/M) WILSON
Ms. Edith B. Ihlanfeldt

MR. JOHN WYATT
Mrs. Linda Byars

MS. VIVIAN YANCEY
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Caruso
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Cooley
Mrs. Jane Ellen Speers

MR. WILLIAM RALPH ZIEGLER
Mrs. Kim Z. Vickery

Anniversary:
JIMMY AND ANN JAY
Mr. and Mrs. W. Hoyt Pie

MR. AND MRS. JAMES L. 
WATKINS, SR.
Mrs. Nadine Anderson
Mr. Lamar P. McEachern

Baptism:
LUKE HENRY ANDREWS
Sugarloaf UMC

COLIN HARRIS CHASTEEN
Mrs. Sallie Chasteen

EASTON CARTER COOK
Sugarloaf UMC

HADLEY GRACE COOK
Sugarloaf UMC

WYATT D. THAYER
Sugarloaf UMC

Birth:
THOMAS CLINTON BRUNK
Mrs. Jeanne B. Lee

ELEANOR EUGENIA COULTER
Mrs. Jeanne B. Lee

LEAH MADISON FREEDMAN
Mrs. Jeanne B. Lee

NOLAN DEAN HOWARDSON
Mrs. Jeanne B. Lee

JULY–SEPTEMBER 2014

IN HONOR OF:
BABY BROOKE MASTERS
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

PEYTON BROOKE SWANN
Mrs. Jeanne B. Lee

WESLEY OUTLAW WALKER
Mr. and Mrs. Victor L. Puckett

Birthday:
MRS. FRANCES CALLUM
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Moses

MR. CHARLES COBB
Ms. Betty Cobb

MR. CHARLES HENDERSON
Mrs. Joyce Turrentine

MRS. MARIE HOPKINS
Mr. and Mrs. J. Harold Ward Jr.

SUSAN PHILLIPS
Mrs. Janet H. Lamke

Marriage:
SHARON HOWELL AND  
BEN THACKER
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Carver

Retirement:
MS. DOROTHY BERRY
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Wells

MR. LEWIS B. DEROSE
Mrs. Joyce Turrentine

The Moore Chapel was built in 
1906 and remains a centerpiece 
of the Children’s Home Decatur 
campus.
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The Children’s Home celebrated the adoption of Louie Hope in 
October 2014. Louie was one of six adoptions so far this year. 
The Home helps children find permanency by returning to their 
birth family, to an approved relative or through adoption.

Please help us to make this Christmas a special one for the 
children and families we serve by contributing to our wish lists.

There are two ways to help: 

Either sponsor an 
individual or family  

or purchase a gift from our 
general wish list. 

Contact Christmas Coordinator Suzanne Roush for more details 
at (404) 327-5854 or sroush@umchildrenshome.org, or visit  
our website at www.umchildrenshome.org.

Please contact us today, because Santa’s sleigh leaves early!  
The deadline for gift delivery is Monday, Dec. 8.

No time to shop? Make a monetary gift to the Children’s Home. You can 
even do this in honor or in memory of a loved one. We will send a card 
notifying the recipient or their family of your gift. (The amount of the gift 
is never disclosed.) Mail your check made out to The United Methodist 
Children’s Home to 500 S. Columbia Drive, Decatur, GA 30030, or 
donate online at www.umchildrenshome.org.

1

Christmas is coming  
to the Children’s Home!

2

Thank you for helping us serve others during this season of giving!


